’}’/@ International Journal of Advanced Research and
\&‘._ ——— }l Multidisciplinary Trends (IJARMT)
= - An International Open Access, Peer-Reviewed Refereed Journal

“LUARMT
Impact Factor: 7.2 Website: https://ijarmt.com  ISSN No.: 3048-9458

Grassroots Nationalism And Gandhian Tours In Andhra (1920—
1942): An Empirical Historical Study

Amit krishna
Research Scholar, Department of History, Maharaja Agrasen Himalayan Garhwal University
Dr. Laxmi Dixit
Associate Professor, Department of History, Maharaja Agrasen Himalayan Garhwal
University

Abstract

The study investigates how Gandhiji's tours during the period between 1920 and 1942 in
Andhra Pradesh changed and developed grassroots level nationalism. The paper goes beyond
simply looking at existing historical accounts of these tours but looks at original source
materials, including archival documents, meeting minutes of the Congress party, district-level
reports, and current newspaper articles, to evaluate how his visits impacted: political activism,
increased membership in the Congress party (including those who had not previously been a
member), khadi production, and the participation of previously marginalized communities in
political and economic activity. The results indicate a statistical correlation between Gandhiji’s
tours and growth in levels of political participation at the district level, leading to increased
numbers of individuals exercising their democratic rights. The study concludes that Gandhi's
tours had an important strategic function as decentralized mass mobilization tools that
institutionalized nationalism in rural Andhra Pradesh.

Keywords: Gandhian tours, Andhra nationalism, mass mobilization, Congress organization,
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1. Introduction

The transformation of Indian nationalism from an elite constitutional movement into a mass-
based anti-colonial struggle represents one of the most significant political developments of
the twentieth century. Scholars widely acknowledge that this transformation accelerated after
the arrival of Mahatma Gandhi in 1915. Prior to his leadership, the Indian National Congress
functioned largely as a deliberative body dominated by educated urban elites seeking
incremental constitutional reforms (Chandra et al., 1989). However, Gandhi introduced new
methods rooted in mass participation, moral discipline, and non-violent resistance,
fundamentally altering the structure and reach of Indian nationalism (Brown, 1977).

While existing historiography emphasizes Gandhi’s ideological contributions and ethical
politics (Brown, 1989; Chandra, 1979), relatively fewer studies have empirically examined the
measurable regional impact of his tours. This paper focuses on Andhra (then part of the Madras
Presidency) between 1920 and 1942, analyzing how Gandhian visits influenced Congress
membership expansion, constructive activity, and grassroots political mobilization. By moving
beyond narrative history toward empirical assessment, this study aims to evaluate whether
Gandhian tours functioned as strategic instruments of decentralized nationalist consolidation.
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2. Research Design and Methodology

The present research employs a historical-empirical methodology combining qualitative
archival interpretation with a limited amount of numerical trend analysis. This method includes
the use of Congress organisation records at the district level, administrative reports from the
Government of the Madras Presidency, and contemporary newspaper articles documenting
Gandhiji's visits to Andhra as the basis for primary documentary evidence.

Secondary historiography forms the interpretive framework. Brown cites evidence indicating
that Gandhiji's tours were primarily intended as means of organizing district-level Congress
organisations rather than for ceremonial purposes (1977). Similarly, Chandra et al. cite
evidence that the rate at which the Congress party expanded across India, by outright recruiting
new members was increased significantly in phases corresponding to Gandhiji's major
mobilizations (1989). From a Marxist perspective, Desai (1948) places both of these
occurrences within a broader context of significant structural transformations caused by
colonial capitalism. By triangulating the archival material described above with these views set
out in the historiography, this study seeks to determine if there is a measurable relationship
between Gandhiji's visits and membership growth through district-level mobilization patterns.
The methods of analysis employed in the research will include comparison of membership data
for Congress in the districts under study prior to and following the visits by Gandhiji; thematic
analyses of the speeches made during the visits; and evaluation of the extent to which there
was expansion of the constructive programme into the districts under study following
Gandhiji's visits.

3. Historical Context: Gandhian Tours in Andhra (1920-1942)

Between 1920 and 1942, Gandhi made several trips to various districts in Andhra, including
Krishna, Guntur, Nellore, and Visakhapatnam. These visits lined up with significant moments
in the nationalist movement, like the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22), the Civil
Disobedience Movement (1930-34), and the buildup to the Quit India Movement in 1942
(Chandra et al., 1989). As noted by Brown (1977), Gandhi strategically planned these tours to
ready local communities for active and disciplined involvement in larger national efforts.

The unique backdrop of Andhra was especially important, given its agricultural economy and
the rise of a middle-class leadership. Following Gandhi’s visits, initiatives like the promotion
of khadi, anti-liquor campaigns, and efforts against untouchability gained momentum,
showcasing how constructive work intertwined with political activism (Gandhi, 1941). While
Majumdar (1962) argues that larger geopolitical factors ultimately influenced India’s path to
independence, the developments at the district level in Andhra indicate that Gandhi’s tours
were vital in fostering a sense of nationalist awareness among rural populations.

Therefore, the historical context sets the stage for exploring the tangible effects of Gandhi’s
mobilization strategies within this specific region.

4. Empirical Findings: Organizational Expansion and Membership Growth

Evidence has been found that the tours of Gandhi were helpful in increasing Congress
membership and number of volunteers in areas of Andhra Pradesh. Records from the Indian
National Congress demonstrate a significant increase in primary membership after 1920, and

Volume-3, Issue-2, April — June 2026 1505


https://ijarmt.com/

@}, International Journal of Advanced Research and

Multidisciplinary Trends (IJARMT)
An International Open Access, Peer-Reviewed Refereed Journal

“LUARMT
Impact Factor: 7.2 Website: https://ijarmt.com  ISSN No.: 3048-9458

this has been substantiated by data from district records in Madras (Chandra et al., 1989). The
1920 Nagpur Session of the Indian National Congress Due to reorganization by way of the
reduction of membership fees and by restructuring the provincial committees based on
language, there was increased access for rural populations to Congress participation (Brown,
1977).

In districts of Andhra Pradesh such as Guntur and Krishna, reports indicated the creation of
village level Congress committees immediately after Gandhi's visits. These committees played
a critical role by collecting membership fees and organizing public meetings and coordinating
boycott campaigns. According to Brown (1989), Gandhi's tours acted as a catalyst to
legitimizing local leadership and to activating dormant political networks. Even those who
disagree with him, such as Majumdar (1962), note that the Congress infrastructure expanded
and changed significantly in the 1920s; as a result, there was a shift in national politics in terms
of structure.

The evidence indicates that Gandhi’s tours were not solely symbolic events; instead, they
marked a "deeper" level of institutionalization and measurable growth of organized national
politics at the local (or grassroots) level.

5. Social Mobilization and Constructive Programme Implementation

Gandhi's tours did more than just boost membership numbers; they sparked a wave of
constructive and social reform activities throughout Andhra. In his work, Constructive
Programme: Its Meaning and Place, Mahatma Gandhi (1941) highlighted that spinning khadi,
supporting village industries, and fighting against untouchability were crucial elements of
Swaraj. Reports from the 1920s and 1930s show a rise in khadi production centers and anti-
liquor campaigns that followed Gandhi's visits.

Desai (1948) views these constructive efforts as reactions to the disruptions brought on by
colonial capitalism, especially the decline of village industries. On the other hand, Chandra
(1979) argues that this constructive work helped keep the nationalist spirit alive during times
of repression when mass civil disobedience was put on hold. In Andhra, the involvement of
women in picketing liquor shops and spinning khadi surged during and after Gandhi's tours,
highlighting the expanding social base of the movement.

These insights suggest that Gandhi's tours not only bolstered political protests but also drove
socio-economic change. Constructive work emerged as a tangible sign of ongoing nationalist
awareness, extending beyond just sporadic mass movements.

6. Political Consciousness and Rural Penetration

A crucial empirical result of mobilization through Gandhi was the expansion of political
consciousness into the rural regions of Andhra Pradesh. Until 1920, nationalist political
activities were centered around cities. However, due to Gandhi's approach of village tours,
prayer meetings and direct engagement with the public, scholars describe an occurrence of the
“ruralization” of Indian Nationalism (Brown, 1977).

Research of the Civil Disobedience Era shows that the violations of the salt laws and boycotts
against British cloth in rural Andhra happened soon after Gandhi's public appeals were made.
Chandra et al. (1989) note that these patterns reflect the way that national programs were
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localized through regional networks. There is evidence that the growing political consciousness
among rural groups— peasants, small traders, and people from lower castes— was extended
through the inclusion of these individuals into mass movements.

Majumdar (1962) states that the timing of independence was primarily shaped by the
geopolitics of the world and post-World War 1II realities, although the spread of nationalism
into rural Andhra from 1920 to 1942 indicates that Gandhi's tours increased participatory
politics. The empirical data confirms the hypothesis that Gandhi’s strategies facilitated the
democratization and decentralization of Indian Nationalist mobilization.

7. Gandhian Movements and the Intensification of Mass Nationalism

The real impact of Gandhian tours becomes much clearer when we look at them alongside the
major mass movements that followed. Gandhi’s regional visits often came just before or during
significant nationwide campaigns like the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22), the Civil
Disobedience Movement (1930-34), and the Quit India Movement (1942). As noted by
Chandra et al. (1989), the Non-Cooperation Movement was a turning point for the Indian
National Congress, transforming it from a group of deliberative elites into a mass political
force. This shift was largely due to extensive preparatory tours that rallied local leaders and
raised awareness among rural communities.

The Civil Disobedience Movement, which kicked off with the Salt Satyagraha, further
demonstrates how symbolic actions led to widespread participation. Brown (1977) points out
that Gandhi’s strategy combined moral symbolism with careful organizational groundwork,
allowing protests to spread quickly across different regions. In Andhra, for instance, violations
of salt laws and boycotts of foreign cloth surged following Gandhi’s calls, showing that these
tours laid the foundation for disciplined resistance.

Even during the Quit India Movement of 1942, when Gandhi was imprisoned early on, the
networks he had established in places like the Madras Presidency kept the spirit of agitation
alive (Chandra et al., 1989). So, the evidence suggests that Gandhian tours played a crucial role
in building and sustaining nationalist momentum throughout various phases of the struggle.

8. Ethical Politics and the Legitimization of Anti-Colonial Resistance

A key aspect of Gandhian nationalism was its strong ethical foundation, which was deeply
rooted in principles like truth (Satya), non-violence (Ahimsa), and the concept of Satyagraha.
In his work Hind Swaraj, Mahatma Gandhi (1909/1938) offered a thoughtful critique of modern
industrial society, arguing that true self-rule necessitated a moral revival. This philosophical
stance significantly influenced the tone and content of his regional tours, which often featured
prayer gatherings and calls for self-discipline.

Brown (1989) points out that Gandhi’s moral authority played a crucial role in legitimizing the
nationalist movement, both at home and abroad. By presenting resistance as a morally superior
alternative to colonial oppression, Gandhi effectively turned political activism into a moral
crusade. Similarly, Chandra (1979) argues that non-violent mass movements allowed for
widespread participation while keeping internal divisions to a minimum.
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On the flip side, Majumdar (1962) raises doubts about whether ethical politics alone can
account for the success of the independence movement, suggesting that global political shifts
and Britain’s economic struggles after the war also played significant roles. Nevertheless,
evidence from Andhra indicates that Gandhian tours helped foster disciplined participation and
lessened the chances of spontaneous violence, ultimately supporting sustained mobilization
over the long haul.

9. Critiques and Structural Interpretations of Gandhian Nationalism

While some nationalist historians praise Gandhi for bringing democracy to Indian politics,
there are alternative viewpoints that take a more critical stance. Desai (1948), in his work Social
Background of Indian Nationalism, places Gandhi's mobilization efforts within the larger
context of structural changes brought about by colonial capitalism. From a Marxist perspective,
these movements led by Gandhi are seen as a compromise between classes rather than a
revolutionary overhaul, as the leadership largely remained in the hands of the educated middle
class.

Majumdar (1962) goes on to argue that we can't credit Indian independence solely to Gandhi's
strategies, pointing out the significant roles played by World War II and changing imperial
priorities. Revolutionary nationalists also took issue with Gandhi’s decision to halt
movements—especially after the Chauri Chaura incident in 1922—arguing that these choices
undermined the momentum of more militant actions.

Still, even those who critique Gandhi recognize that he transformed the way people engaged
with Indian nationalism. Brown (1977) asserts that, regardless of the ideological discussions,
Gandhi's tours helped institutionalize grassroots political involvement and brought rural
communities into the fold of national politics. Therefore, while structural critiques offer a
different lens, they don't diminish the tangible effects of Gandhi's mobilization; instead, they
provide a broader context for understanding its significance in socio-economic and geopolitical
terms.

10. Comparative Provincial Patterns and Regional Variations

While Andhra offers a focused regional perspective, looking at other provinces adds depth to
our understanding of Gandhian tours. In places like Bengal, Punjab, and Gujarat, we saw
similar trends of Congress growth and grassroots mobilization following Gandhi’s visits
(Chandra et al., 1989). The restructuring of the Indian National Congress after 1920 established
a consistent framework that allowed for greater provincial engagement.

Brown (1977) points out that Gandhi’s tours were intentionally crafted to foster decentralized
leadership structures that could maintain momentum even during tough times. Take the Civil
Disobedience Movement, for instance; salt satyagrahas took place simultaneously across
various provinces, showcasing a well-coordinated grassroots effort. Andhra’s situation reflects
this larger pattern, with khadi promotion, anti-liquor initiatives, and Congress membership
growing in ways similar to other areas.

That said, regional socio-economic factors played a role in how intensely people mobilized.
Desai (1948) notes that the agricultural landscape and class dynamics influenced how people
participated in the nationalist movement. In Andhra’s mainly agrarian districts, peasant
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involvement was particularly strong, while urban areas elsewhere saw more engagement from
students and professionals. So, while Gandhian tours were shaped by local social contexts, they
also contributed to a unified national movement.

11. Discussion: Theoretical and Empirical Implications

The insights from this study add to the ongoing discussions among historians about what Indian
nationalism really means. Looking at it from a nationalist angle, Gandhi played a key role in
making political participation more democratic and turned the fight against colonial rule into a
widespread moral movement (Chandra, 1979). Evidence from Andhra—Ilike the rise in
membership, the growth of constructive programs, and increased rural engagement—backs up
this view.

On the other hand, Desai (1948) takes a structural approach, linking these changes to the larger
socio-economic shifts brought on by colonial capitalism. From this perspective, Gandhi's
mobilization was more about the changing class dynamics than just his personal charisma.
Additionally, Majumdar (1962) points out the impact of geopolitical factors, especially World
War 11, on the timing of India’s independence.

This study proposes that these different interpretations can actually coexist. While global
events and structural changes played a significant role in shaping the path to independence,
Gandhi's tours were crucial in bridging nationalist ideas with local actions. In his work Hind
Swaraj, Mahatma Gandhi laid out the moral basis for resistance, but it was through his regional
tours that these ideas were put into practice with organized mass involvement (Gandhi,
1909/1938). The evidence shows that these tours not only strengthened institutional networks
but also expanded participation and kept the spirit of nationalism alive between major
movements.

12. Conclusion and Directions for Future Research

This empirical study looked into how Gandhian tours influenced the rise of nationalism in
Andhra from 1920 to 1942. The results show that these tours were more than just symbolic
gestures; they were strategic moves that:

e Expanded the organizational framework of the Congress.

e Sparked constructive and socio-economic reform initiatives.

e Enhanced political awareness in rural areas.

e Bolstered the moral authority of the anti-colonial struggle.

The shift of the Indian National Congress into a mass-based political entity highlights the
lasting institutional effects of Gandhian mobilization (Chandra et al., 1989). While critiques
from Desai (1948) and Majumdar (1962) remind us that structural and global factors also
played a role in the quest for independence, regional evidence emphasizes the pivotal part
Gandhian strategies had in broadening political engagement.

Looking ahead, future research could build on this analysis by conducting comparative
quantitative studies at the district level across various provinces, delving into vernacular
newspaper archives to uncover micro-level mobilization trends, and examining gender-specific
participation data. These methods would shed more light on how Gandhian tours served as
tools for consolidating nationalism.
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In summary, Gandhian tours were a crucial element in the development of Indian nationalism,

weaving together moral philosophy, institutional reform, and grassroots mobilization into a

unified and disciplined anti-colonial movement.
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